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In the U

K
, transport is the largest em

itting 

sector of greenhouse gases at around 2
7

%
 of 

dom
estic em

issions. H
ow

ever, rail accounts 

for 1
%

 of dom
estic transport. 

U
sing rail travel rather than the car can m

ake 

a big environm
ental im

pact.
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u

r research
 &

 p
lan

! 

	
�

So
m

e d
esign

atio
n

s are in
 th

e cen
tre 

o
f cities, others in rural areas.  T

he 

designation m
ay be w

ithin w
alking distance 

of a railw
ay station, or you m

ay n
eed

 to
 u

se 

th
e lo

cal b
u

s. 

	
�

O
p

en
in

g h
o

u
rs m

ay vary in
 w

in
ter o

r 

term
 tim

e.  

	
�

T
h

ere is a ran
ge o

f typ
es o

f ticket fo
r rail 

travel, b
u

t yo
u

 can
 o

ften
 get a b

argain
 

by b
u

yin
g an

 ad
van

ce p
u

rch
ase ticket. 

R
ailcard

 h
o

ld
ers railcard

.co
.u

k
 can

 ad
d

 a 

P
lu

s B
u

s ticket p
lu

sb
u

s.in
fo

.  

	
�

R
ail tickets sh

o
u

ld
 b

e p
u

rch
ased

 b
efo

re 

b
o

ard
in

g a train
, eith

er p
ap

er o
r o

n
 yo

u
r 

m
o

b
ile d

evice.

	
�

Stay safe! M
ake su

re yo
u

 kn
o

w
 w

h
ich

 

p
latfo

rm
 yo

u
r train

 leaves fro
m

, stay 

alert to
 an

n
o

u
n

cem
en

ts...an
d

 n
o

 

sh
o

rtcu
ts acro

ss th
e tracks!

W
e h

o
p

e yo
u

 w
ill 

exp
lo

re th
e 

In
d

u
strial Trail 

su
stain

ab
ly by 

u
sin

g rail an
d

 p
u

b
lic 

tran
sp

o
rt.

From
 iconic bridges and post-industrial 

landscapes to vibrant cities of film
, literature 

and learning - the U
K

’s Industrial U
N

E
SC

O
 

sites are destinations of w
orld-class cultural 

heritage, telling the fascinating stories of the 

U
K

s socio-econom
ic grow

th through history.

W
O

R
LD

 H
E

R
ITA

G
E

 SIT
E

S W
orld H

eritage 

is the designation for places that are of 

‘O
utstanding U

niversal V
alue’ and have been

 

inscribed onto U
N

E
SC

O
’s W

orld H
eritage 

List to be protected for future generations to
 

appreciate and enjoy.  T
he cultural or natural 

significance of these Sites is so exceptional 

that it transcends national boundaries and is 

of com
m

on im
portance for global hum

anity. 

T
h

ere are over 1
2

0
0

 W
o

rld
 H

eritage Sites 

in
 1

6
8

 co
u

n
tries w

o
rld

w
id

e an
d

 th
ese 

in
clu

d
e a w

id
e variety o

f very sign
ifican

t 

h
isto

ric featu
res an

d
 m

o
n

u
m

en
ts o

f all ages, 

excep
tio

n
al lan

d
scap

es an
d

 to
w

n
scap

es, 

an
d

 valu
ab

le eco
system

s an
d

 n
atu

ral 

p
h

en
o

m
en

a.  In
 m

any cases th
e Sites fo

rm
 

p
art o

f livin
g, w

o
rkin

g p
laces, w

h
ere th

e 

b
alan

ce o
f co

n
servatio

n
 an

d
 every d

ay 

activities an
d

 lan
d

 u
ses, is th

e key to
 th

eir 

fu
tu

re p
ro

tectio
n

 an
d

 su
stain

ab
ility.
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S U
N

E
SC

O
 C

reative 

C
ities w

ork tow
ards the m

ission of placing 

creativity and cultural industries at the core 

of their urban developm
ent to m

ake their 

cities safe, resilient, inclusive and sustainable.

T
h

e U
N

E
SC

O
 C

reative C
ities in

 th
e U

K
 

h
ave p

laced
 im

agin
atio

n
 an

d
 creative 

talen
t at th

e h
eart o

f th
eir strategy fo

r lo
cal 

eco
n

o
m

ic an
d

 so
cial d

evelo
p

m
en

t. E
ach

 city 

is accredited in one of eight creative fields: 

C
rafts &

 Folk A
rt, D

esign, Film
, G

astronom
y, 

Literature, M
edia A

rts, M
usic, or A

rchitecture.

LE
A

R
N

IN
G

 C
IT

IE
S U

N
ESC

O
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efin
es a 

learn
in

g city as a p
lace th

at effectively 

m
o

b
ilises its reso

u
rces in

 every secto
r to

 

p
ro

m
o

te in
clu

sive learn
in

g o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ities 

th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t th
e lives o

f th
eir resid

en
ts.

T
he C

ities of Lifelong Learning in the U
K

 

form
 part of the U

N
E

SC
O

 G
lobal N

etw
ork of 

Learning C
ities w

hich com
prises m

ore than
 

3
5

0
 cities in over 7

5
 countries. E

very city in
 

the N
etw

ork is united in its determ
ination

 

to prom
ote lifelong learning and, through it, 

sustainable developm
ent in their cities.

G
LO

B
A

L G
E

O
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R
K

S U
N

E
SC

O
 G

lobal 

G
eoparks are single, unified geographical 

areas w
here sites and landscapes of 

international geological significance are 

m
anaged w

ith a holistic concept of protection, 

education and sustainable developm
ent.

A
ll of the U

K
’s G

eoparks have internationally 

significant geology, but w
hat m

akes them
 

special is that they are com
m

unity-led
 

partnerships that prom
ote an appreciation of 

natural and cultural heritage w
hile supporting 

the area’s sustainable econom
ic developm

ent, 

prim
arily through geological and eco-tourism

.

Industrial H
eritage 

D
esignations are 

special places for all to
 

visit, explore and enjoy.
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UK Railway Map Data courtesy of Barry Doe; modified from the original which is available for download here: 
www.barrydoe.co.uk/railmap55.pdf
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The designations are recognised by UNESCO (United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) as places 

of international significance whose values transcend national 

boundaries and are of importance for future generations. 

Being designated is a high accolade and demonstrates 

international recognition of the designations’ significance.  

Countries with designations give an understanding to 

UNESCO to manage them and to ensure they are sustained 

into the future.

worldheritageuk.org/industrial-heritage/

unesco.org.uk/our-network

nationalrail.co.uk 

Further Information:
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WORLD HERITAGE UK
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Data researched to June 2026.

Learning Cities

Creative Cities

KEY TO SITE TYPE

Global Geoparks

World Heritage Sites

To start planning your journey, find out about rail 

times and fares here: 

To find out more about UNESCO designations in 

the UK see here: 

This leaflet encouraging you to 

explore the UKs UNESCO Industrial 

Sites sustainably by rail has been 

supported by by the UKNC (United 

Kingdom National Commission for 

UNESCO) and the Heritage Fund. 
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UNESCO UK 
INDUSTRIAL 

TRAIL BY RAIL
1	 BIRKENHEAD PARK TENTATIVE LIST WORLD HERITAGE SITE,   

Cheshire 

2	 BLACK COUNTRY GEOPARK, West Midlands

3	 BLAENAVON INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE WORLD HERITAGE SITE, Wales

4	 BRADFORD CITY OF FILM, West Yorkshire

5	 CORNWALL AND WEST DEVON MINING LANDSCAPE WORLD 

HERITAGE SITE, South West England

6	 DERWENT VALLEY MILLS WORLD HERITAGE SITE, Central England

7	 DURHAM CASTLE AND CATHEDRAL WORLD HERITAGE SITE,   

Northern England

8	 ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT WORLD HERITAGE SITE,                                          

North West England

9	 FORTH BRIDGE WORLD HERITAGE SITE, Scotland

10	 GEOMÔN GLOBAL GEOPARK, Anglesey, Wales 

11	 HADRIAN’S WALL (FRONTIERS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE WORLD 

HERITAGE SITE), Northern England; Scotland

12	 IRONBRIDGE GORGE WORLD HERITAGE SITE, Central West England

13	 JODRELL BANK WORLD HERITAGE SITE, Central West England 

14	 MANCHESTER CITY OF LITERATURE, Greater Manchester

15	 MANCHESTER CITY OF LEARNING, Greater Manchester

16	 NEW LANARK WORLD HERITAGE SITE, Scotland

17	 NOTTINGHAM CITY OF LITERATURE, Nottinghamshire

18	 NORTH PENNINES GLOBAL GEOPARK, County Durham,                      

Cumbria, and Northumberland

19	 PONTCYSYLLTE AQUEDUCT AND CANAL WORLD HERITAGE SITE, 

North East Wales

20	 SALTAIRE WORLD HERITAGE SITE, West Yorkshire

21	 STUDLEY ROYAL & THE RUINS OF FOUNTAINS ABBEY WORLD 

HERITAGE SITE, Yorkshire

22	 THE SLATE LANDSCAPE WORLD HERITAGE SITE,  Northwest Wales
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http://unesco.org/en/creative-cities/nottingham
http://www.cbastudios.com
https://worldheritageuk.org/industrial-heritage/
https://unesco.org.uk/our-network
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk
http://www.visitblaenavon.co.uk
http://www.cornish-mining.org.uk/
llechi.cymru/
http://www.derwentvalleymills.org/
http://www.derwentvalleymills.org/
http://bit.ly/durhamwhs
http://lakesworldheritage.co.uk
https://www.theforthbridges.org/
http://antoninewall.org
http://hadrianswallcountry.co.uk/
http://hadrianswallcountry.co.uk/
http://ironbridgegorgewhs.co.uk
https://www.pontcysyllte-aqueduct.co.uk/
https://www.jodrellbank.net/
http://bit.ly/saltairewhs
http://bit.ly/newlanarkscotwhs
http://bit.ly/ntstudleywhs
http://unesco.org/en/iggp/black-country-unesco-global-geopark
unesco.org/en/iggp/geomon-unesco-global-geopark
http://unesco.org/en/creative-cities/bradford
https://www.unesco.org/en/creative-cities/manchester
https://www.uil.unesco.org/en/learning-cities/manchester
https://unesco.org.uk/our-network/geoparks/north-pennines

