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World Heritage is the designation for places
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that are of ‘Outstanding Universal Value’
and have been inscribed onto UNESCQO’s
World Heritage List to be protected for
future generations to appreciate and enjoy.
The cultural or natural significance of these
Sites is so exceptional that it transcends

national boundaries and is of

common

importance for global humanity.

World Heritage Sites
are special places for
all to visit, explore

and enjoy.
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WHAT IS

D HERITAGE?

There are over 1200 World Heritage Sites
in 168 countries worldwide and these
include a wide variety of very significant
historic features and monuments of all ages,
exceptional landscapes and townscapes,
and valuable ecosystems and natural
phenomena. In many cases the Sites form
part of living, working places, where the
balance of conservation and every day
activities and land uses, is the key to their
future protection and sustainability.

TOP TIPS FOR

VISITING WORLD
HERITAGE SITES

BY RAIL & OTHER PUBLIC TRANSPORT

@ Do your research & plan!

€ Some WHS are in the centre of cities,

othersinrural areas. The Site may be within
walking distance of a railway station, or you

may need to use the local

bus.

€ Opening hours may vary in winter.

@ There is arange of types of ticket for rail

travel, but you can often get a bargain
by buying an advance purchase ticket.

Railcard holders railcard.

co.uk can get

discounts as can groups of 10 or more
and for many journeys, you can add a

Plus Bus ticket plusbus.info. On some
routes, you may be able to get discounts
for two people travelling together and
in other areas, where there are 3-9
passengers.

@ Rail tickets should be purchased before
boarding a train, either paper or on your
mobile device.

€ Stay safe! Make sure you know which
platform your train leaves from, stay
alert to announcements...and no
shortcuts across the tracks!
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WORLD HERITAGE SITES

& SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL

Inthe UK, transport is the largest emitting
sector of greenhouse gases at around 27% of
domestic emissions. However, rail accounts
for 1% of domestic transport.

Using rail travel rather than the car can make
a big environmental impact. Have a look

at the difference in carbon emissions for a
journey by car and train at
https://tinyurl.com/pm348nt7

We hope you will
explore some of the
World Heritage Sites
using rail and public
transport.

During the pilot project of Hadrian’s Wall
Youth Ambassadors, young people explored
UNESCO’s sustainable development goals.
Being based in the fragile environment of the
Hadrian’s Wall corridor, the young people
fully supported UNESCO's desire that, where
possible, transport to and within a WHS
should be sustainable. They asked, ‘Why can’t
we have a leaflet, a map, to point to the WHS'’s
easily accessible by rail?’

From their aspiration, Tyne Valley Community
Rail Partnership drove forward this project

to demonstrate rail travel opportunities

to World Heritage Sites and to encourage
sustainable tourism.



http://www.ironbridgegorgewhs.co.uk
http://bit.ly/unescoironbridge
https://www.jodrellbank.net/
bit.ly/unescojodrell
http://www.visitblaenavon.co.uk
http://bit.ly/unescoblaenavon
http://www.blenheimpalace.com
http://bit.ly/unescoblenheim
https://tinyurl.com/47xn6vjp
http://bit.ly/unescocanterbury
http://bit.ly/gwyneddcastles
http://bit.ly/unescogwynedd
http://www.bathworldheritage.org.uk
http://bit.ly/unescobath
http://cornishmining.org.uk
http://bit.ly/unescomining
http://www.derwentvalleymills.org/
http://bit.ly/unescoderwent
https://www.llechi.cymru/
https://bit.ly/unescoslate
http://jurassiccoast.org/
http://bit.ly/unescodorset
http://bit.ly/durhamwhs
http://bit.ly/unescodurham
http://lakesworldheritage.co.uk/
http://bit.ly/unescolakes
https://www.theforthbridges.org/
http://bit.ly/unescoforth
http://bit.ly/ntgiants
http://bit.ly/unescogiants
http://bit.ly/hsorkney
http://bit.ly/unescoorkney
https://bit.ly/newlanarkscotwhs
http://bit.ly/unesconewlanark
http://greenwichworldheritage.org/
http://bit.ly/unescogreenwich
http://bit.ly/hsedinburghwhs
http://bit.ly/unescoedinburgh
http://bit.ly/stonehengewhs
http://bit.ly/unescostonehenge
http://bit.ly/ntstudleywhs
http://bit.ly/unescostudley
http://bit.ly/toweroflondonwhs
http://bit.ly/unescotoweroflondon
https://www.westminster-abbey.org/
http://bit.ly/unescowestminster
https://www.pontcysyllte-aqueduct.co.uk/
http://bit.ly/unescopontcysyllte
http://bit.ly/kewwhs
http://bit.ly/unescokew
nts.org.uk
http://bit.ly/unescokilda
http://bit.ly/saltairewhs
http://bit.ly/unescosaltaire
http://hadrianswallcountry.co.uk/
http://www.antoninewall.org/
http://bit.ly/unescofrontiers
https://www.railcard.co.uk
http://www.plusbus.info
http://bit.ly/ukwhslist
http://worldheritageuk.org
https://tinyurl.com/pm348nt7
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/igo/legalcode
http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/gb
http://worldheritageuk.org
http://worldheritageuk.org
http://bit.ly/ukwhslist
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This leaflet encouraging you to explore World
Heritage Sites sustainably by rail has been supported
by CrossCountry Trains, TransPennine Express,
Community Rail Network and Tyne Valley Community
Rail Partnership.
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Further Information:

To start planning your journey, find out about rail
times and fares here:

NATIONAL RAIL

[=] %) (=]

=]

nationalrail.co.uk

To find out more about World Heritage Sites in the
UK see here:

UNESCO

bit.ly/ukwhslist

World Heritage Sites are recognised by UNESCO (The
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organisation) as places of internationally significant cultural
or natural heritage, whose Outstanding Universal Value is
considered to transcend national boundaries and to be of

importance for future generations.

Being placed on the World Heritage List is a high accolade

and demonstrates international recognition of the Site’s
significance. Countries with World Heritage Sites give an

undertaking to UNESCO to manage them to ensure that their

Outstanding Universal Value is sustained into the future.
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WORLD

HERITAGE SITES

BY RAIL

) BLAENAVON INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE, Wales

€) BLENHEIM PALACE, Oxford

€) CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL AND RELATED SITES, Kent

€¢) GWYNEDD CASTLES AND TOWN WALLS OF KING EDWARD, Wales
©) CITY OF BATH, South West England

o MINING LANDSCAPE OF CORNWALL AND WEST DEVON, South West
England

0 DERWENT VALLEY MILLS, Central England

Q DORSET AND EAST DEVON COAST, South West England

o DURHAM CASTLE AND CATHEDRAL, Northern England

@ THE ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT, North West England

@ THE FORTH BRIDGE, Scotland

@ FRONTIERS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, Northern England; Scotland

o < GIANT'S CAUSEWAY, Northern Ireland
@ HEART OF NEOLITHIC ORKNEY, Scotland
@ IRONBRIDGE GORGE, Central West England
@ JODRELL BANK OBSERVATORY, Central West England
@ MARITIME GREENWICH, London
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Based on artwork originally researched & produced on behalf of WHUK by CBA cbastudios.com

World
Heritage UK

© World Heritage UK - English Charity No. 1163364

Data researched to April 2024.

UK Railway Map Data courtesy of Barry Doe; modified from the original which is available for download here:

www.barrydoe.co.uk/railmap55.pdf

IMAGE COPYRIGHT: Front Cover: Train near Gilsland, Hadrian’s Wall © Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership; World Heritage Sites & Sustainable Travel: Frontiers of the Roman Empire, Northern England © Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership; Back Cover: The Forth Bridge, Scotland © The Forth Bridges
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