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r m
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e p
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In the U
K

, transport is the largest em
itting 

sector of greenhouse gases at around 2
7

%
 of 

dom
estic em

issions. H
ow

ever, rail accounts 

for 1
%

 of dom
estic transport. 

U
sing rail travel rather than the car can m

ake 

a big environm
ental im

pact.  H
ave a look 

at the difference in carbon em
issions for a 

journey by car and train at 

https://tinyurl.com
/pm

3
4

8
nt7

W
e h

o
p

e yo
u

 w
ill 

exp
lo

re so
m

e o
f th

e 
W

o
rld

 H
eritage Sites 

u
sin

g rail an
d

 p
u

b
lic 

tran
sp

o
rt.

D
uring the pilot project of H

adrian’s W
all 

Youth A
m

bassadors, young people explored
 

U
N

E
SC

O
’s sustainable developm

ent goals. 

B
eing based in the fragile environm

ent of the 

H
adrian’s W

all corridor, the young people 

fully supported U
N

E
SC

O
’s desire that, w

here 

possible, transport to and w
ithin a W

H
S 

should be sustainable.  T
hey asked, ‘W

hy can’t 

w
e have a leaflet, a m

ap, to point to the W
H

S’s 

easily accessible by rail?’

From
 their aspiration, Tyne V

alley C
om

m
unity 

R
ail P

artnership drove forw
ard this project 

to dem
onstrate rail travel opportunities 

to W
orld H

eritage Sites and to encourage 

sustainable tourism
.

W
or

ld
 H

er
ita

ge
 in

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

Ki
ng

do
m

 
 

 

W
o

rld
 H

eritage is th
e d

esign
atio

n
 fo

r p
laces 

th
at are o

f ‘O
u

tstan
d

in
g U

n
iversal V

alu
e’ 

an
d

 h
ave b

een
 in

scrib
ed

 o
n

to
 U

N
E

SC
O

’s 

W
o

rld
 H

eritage List to
 b

e p
ro

tected
 fo

r 

fu
tu

re gen
eratio

n
s to

 ap
p

reciate an
d

 en
joy.  

T
h

e cu
ltu

ral o
r n

atu
ral sign

ifican
ce o

f th
ese 

Sites is so
 excep

tio
n

al th
at it tran

scen
d

s 

n
atio

n
al b

o
u

n
d

aries an
d

 is o
f co

m
m

o
n

 

im
p

o
rtan

ce fo
r glo

b
al h

u
m

an
ity. 

T
h

ere are over 1
2

0
0

 W
o

rld
 H

eritage Sites 

in
 1

6
8

 co
u

n
tries w

o
rld

w
id

e an
d

 th
ese 

in
clu

d
e a w

id
e variety o

f very sign
ifican

t 

h
isto

ric featu
res an

d
 m

o
n

u
m

en
ts o

f all ages, 

excep
tio

n
al lan

d
scap

es an
d

 to
w

n
scap

es, 

an
d

 valu
ab

le eco
system

s an
d

 n
atu

ral 

p
h

en
o

m
en

a.  In
 m

any cases th
e Sites fo

rm
 

p
art o

f livin
g, w

o
rkin

g p
laces, w

h
ere th

e 

b
alan

ce o
f co

n
servatio

n
 an

d
 every d

ay 

activities an
d

 lan
d

 u
ses, is th

e key to
 th

eir 

fu
tu

re p
ro

tectio
n

 an
d

 su
stain

ab
ility.

W
orld H

eritage Sites 
are special places for 
all to visit, explore 
and enjoy.
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UK Railway Map Data courtesy of Barry Doe; modified from the original which is available for download here: 
www.barrydoe.co.uk/railmap55.pdf
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World Heritage Sites are recognised by UNESCO (The 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation) as places of internationally significant cultural 

or natural heritage, whose Outstanding Universal Value is 

considered to transcend national boundaries and to be of 

importance for future generations. 

Being placed on the World Heritage List is a high accolade 

and demonstrates international recognition of the Site’s 

significance. Countries with World Heritage Sites give an 

undertaking to UNESCO to manage them to ensure that their 

Outstanding Universal Value is sustained into the future.

worldheritageuk.org

bit.ly/ukwhslist

nationalrail.co.uk 

Further Information:

UNESCO

NATIONAL RAIL

tvcrp.org.uk

WORLD HERITAGE UK
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Data researched to April 2024.

1 BLAENAVON INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE, Wales

2 BLENHEIM PALACE, Oxford

3 CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL AND RELATED SITES, Kent

4 GWYNEDD CASTLES AND TOWN WALLS OF KING EDWARD, Wales

5 CITY OF BATH, South West England

6 MINING LANDSCAPE OF CORNWALL AND WEST DEVON, South West 

England

7 DERWENT VALLEY MILLS, Central England

8 DORSET AND EAST DEVON COAST, South West England

9 DURHAM CASTLE AND CATHEDRAL, Northern England

10 THE ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT, North West England

11 THE FORTH BRIDGE, Scotland

12 FRONTIERS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, Northern England; Scotland

13 GIANT’S CAUSEWAY, Northern Ireland

14 HEART OF NEOLITHIC ORKNEY, Scotland

15 IRONBRIDGE GORGE, Central West England

16 JODRELL BANK OBSERVATORY, Central West England

17 MARITIME GREENWICH, London

18 NEW LANARK, Scotland

19 OLD AND NEW TOWNS OF EDINBURGH, Scotland

20 PALACE OF WESTMINSTER AND RELATED SITES, London

21 PONTCYSYLLTE AQUEDUCT AND CANAL, North East Wales

22 ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, KEW, London

23 ST KILDA, Hebrides, Scotland

24 SALTAIRE, West Yorkshire

25 THE SLATE LANDSCAPE OF NORTHWEST WALES

26 STONEHENGE, AVEBURY AND ASSOCIATED SITES, Southern

27 STUDLEY ROYAL PARK AND THE RUINS OF FOUNTAINS ABBEY, 

Yorkshire

28 TOWER OF LONDON

Cultural

KEY TO SITE TYPE

Natural

Mixed

To start planning your journey, find out about rail 

times and fares here: 

To find out more about World Heritage Sites in the 

UK see here: 

This leaflet encouraging you to explore World 

Heritage Sites sustainably by rail has been supported 

by CrossCountry Trains, TransPennine Express,   

Community Rail Network and Tyne Valley Community 

Rail Partnership. 
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