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W
orld H

eritage is the designation for places 
that are of ‘O

utstanding Universal Value’ 
and have been inscribed onto U

N
ESC

O
’s 

W
orld H

eritage List to be protected for 
future generations to appreciate and enjoy.  
The cultural or natural significance of these 
Sites is so exceptional that it transcends 
national boundaries and is of com

m
on 

im
portance for global hum

anity. 

There are over a 1000 W
orld H

eritage 
Sites in 163 countries worldwide and these 
include a wide variety of very significant 
historic features and m

onum
ents of all ages, 

exceptional landscapes and townscapes, and 
valuable ecosystem

s and natural phenom
ena.  

In m
any cases the Sites form

 part of 
living, working places, where the balance 
of conservation and every day activities 
and land uses, is the key to their future 
protection and sustainability.
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The United Kingdom
 G

overnm
ent, as a 

signatory to U
N

ESC
O

’s W
orld H

eritage 
Convention, pledged to conserve and 
protect its W

orld H
eritage Sites inscribed on 

the W
orld H

eritage List.  

As of 2017, there were 31 W
orld H

eritage 
Sites in the U

K and the British O
verseas 

Territories.  The types of Sites include cultural 
heritage, natural heritage and a m

ix of both. 
U

K places have been regularly inscribed on 
the W

orld H
eritage List since the m

id 1980’s.  
The latest place to join the list was the English 
Lake D

istrict which was inscribed in 2017.  

W
orld H

eritage Sites in the UK are owned, 
planned, and m

anaged by a range of 

organisations and partnerships including 
central governm

ent agencies, local councils 
and charitable trusts.  All of these follow 
UN

ESCO
’s guidance on Site m

anagem
ent. 

The Sites are also integrated into the UK’s 
national and local planning policy fram

ework.

In accordance with W
orld H

eritage Convention 
guidance, the UK G

overnm
ent can nom

inate 
additional candidate W

orld H
eritage Sites 

for inclusion on the List.  A Site is selected 
from

 the UK’s ‘Tentative List’ or short list of 
Sites previously assessed and agreed - see                
bit.ly/uktentativelist.  The assessm

ent process 
prescribed by UN

ESCO
 for the Site to reach 

Inscription on the W
orld H

eritage List m
ay 

take a m
inim

um
 of 2-3 years.  

‘Supporting the U
K Sites of                               

outstanding global im
portance’

W
orld H

eritage Sites are 
special places for all to 
visit, explore and enjoy.
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W
orld H

eritage U
K (W

H
:U

K) is a charity 
focused entirely on raising the profile and 
securing the sustainable future of U

K W
orld 

H
eritage Sites by advocating for support and 

resources, and prom
oting the im

portance 
of the values of the Sites.  It also facilitates 
networking and training, and ensuring the 
sharing of good practice in W

orld H
eritage 

Site planning and m
anagem

ent across the U
K.

W
H

:U
K represents all of the U

K’s Sites and 
the network of Coordinators who m

anage 
the W

orld H
eritage Sites at a local level.  

W
H

:U
K works closely with other national 

governm
ental and other organisations and 

agencies, who have, as part of wider rem
its, 

som
e involvem

ent in W
orld H

eritage.  
W

H
:U

K aim
s to establish a coherent 

approach to U
K W

orld H
eritage Sites 

which will be better known, understood, 
and supported through sustainable funding. 
The O

utstanding Universal Values of 
the Sites can provide inspiration, learning 
and enjoym

ent for society and future 
generations. 
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