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Setting of Historic Assets in Wales 

The setting of a historic asset includes the surroundings in which it 

is understood, experienced and appreciated, embracing present 

and past relationships to the surrounding landscape.  Its extent is 

not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve.  

Elements of a setting may make a positive, negative or neutral 

contribution to the significance of an asset. 

 

The setting can include physical elements of its surroundings and 

less tangible elements (function, sensory perceptions or historical, 

artistic, literary and scenic associations). 



4 Stage Evaluation Process 

 

Stage 1:  Identify the Historic Assets 

Stage 2:  Define and analyse the setting (identify 

the key factors which contribute to the 

significance of the historic asset(s) 

Stage 3:  Evaluate the potential impact of change 

or development 

Stage 4:  Consider options to mitigate the impact 

 

(Offsetting should not be accepted as mitigation) 



 

 

 

Putting it together – managing setting and WHS in Wales 

 

Buffer Zones 

Essential Settings 

Register of Historic Landscapes 

 

Landscape Characterisation 

Urban Characterisation 

ASIDOHL(2) 

Heritage Impact Assessment 



 

 

 

Blaenavon Industrial Landscape WHS 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and 

Canal WHS 



 

 

 

Castles and Town Walls of King Edward in Gwynedd 

Beaumaris Castle 



 

 

 

Castles and Town Walls of King Edward in Gwynedd 



Castles and Town Walls of King Edward in Gwynedd  

The setting encompasses the relationship between the 

castles and their townscapes and landscapes.  Also includes 

three specific elements: 

• A mapped area of essential setting which refers to areas 

where inappropriate development would damage either the 

visual or historic setting of the WHS 

• The identification of significant views at each location 

• A sense of arrival at each location 



 

 

 

Conwy 

Castle and 

Town Walls 
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